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'Renta{ Car 'Races to J{osyita{ 

CO'RNE1t 

It Fias 6een a wlii~ since 

my last news~tter, but as ycru 

can imaeine after reading tliis 

iss~, X im & 1 liave 6een ~ft 
witFi Citt~ syare tim e. 1Jut 

w e're not comyCaining, it 's 

6een an incredi6~ year! 

W e Fiav e contin~tfto Fiave 

oreat success. Vr. (jarzo, Vr. 

:Metarum and tFieir staff Fiave 

6een instrumentaC in tFie suc­

cessfuC 6irtfi stories you w if( 

reaa a6crut in tFiis is~. 7ne 
care crur surroeate moms and 

t Fieir ccruy~s receive from 

tFiem is increar.6~ and is very 

mucli aypreciated:. 

In y e6ruar y, a te~visitm 

crew from tFie mostprominent 

news proeram in Syain came 

to CafrJornia to interview 

1Ju iCding yamifies and Dr. 

(ja6rieC(jarzo in La jorea. 7ne 
exyerience was un6efr.eva6~. 

W Fien tFie producer exyCainetf 

to me tFiat tFieir e oaC was to 

descri6e wFiat Surroeacy was 

a60ut to tFie yeoy~ in Syain, 1 

was Fiesitant. Surroeacy is an 

exyerience, a 6eaut ifu£ exyeri­

ence, and 1 was not certain 
tfiat tFiis ccruta6e exy Cainetfor 

even understood:. 1 was wrong. 
Wfien tFie interviews 6ee an 

and eacFi surroeate mom 6e­

e an to exyCain w fiat Surroe acy 

meant to tFiem, i t w as c~ar to 

me that tFie messaee ccrutan 't 

(Continued on page 4) 

P.o. Box 1138 
Lake Forest, CA 92630 USA 

A fter a basic text­
book pregnancy, it came 
as a surprise that Mon­
ica's labor and delivery 
resembled a book written 
by George Lucas or 
Steven Spielberg. It was 
an action packed night! 

It began shortly after 
midnight, January 26, 
1999, with a phone call 
from Monica saying she 
thought she was in labor 
and it ended slightly more 
than an hour later when 
she delivered!! Her hus-
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There were far less 

surprises ill Mischa's 
journey, but it was no less 
incredible, believe me. 
Mischa's life, along with 
the pregnancy, remained 
uncomplicated. Every 
milestone was met or sur­
passed along the way and 
when she told her couple 
they were having a girl, 
all was wonderful with 
the world. They were 
thrilled to tell their son, 
Etai, that he had a baby 
sister on the way. 

You must understand 
that Mischa is a woman 
with direction, you may 

band, Lennie, remained 
calm and collected as he 
ushered Monica into their 
couple's rental car. The 
couple jumped into the 
backseat and Lennie sped 
off into the night. He put 
his flying license to good 
use that night as he sped 
faster and faster as each 
contraction became 
harder and harder. No 
one, not even Monica, 
knew the birth was only 
minutes away. Within 
moments of arriving to 
the hospital, Gerard was 
born, weighing in at a 
whopping 8 pounds! His 

even say she is a No­
N onsense kind of gal. 
Her matter-of-fact atti­
tude often amazed the 
other women in the sup­
port group. So it would 
seem that there were few 
things Mischa wasn't pre­
pared for ... but she 
couldn't anticipate what 
was to come on May 23, 
1999. Her story can be 
summed up in the follow­
ing statement she made 
and with the beautiful 
poem her experience in­
spired her to write which 
is printed in the "Special 
Thoughts" column. 

(949) 588-6015 
(949) 588-6024 Fax 

mother is overwhelmed 
by the whole experience 
and a nurse helps her to a 
chair and gets her some 
water. I fmally get there 
and first see the new 
mom, sitting in a chair by 
herself outside of the de­
livery room, crying. I 
rushed over to her to see 
what was wrong. 
"Nothing is wrong. Ev­
erything is perfect!" she 
exclaims. "I have a son 
and he is so beautiful!" 
She saw my puzzled look 
and she explained, "Have 
you ever had your dreams 

(Continued on page 3) 

When Mischa said, 
"This was the most m­
credible expenence of 
my life" you knew it was 
true. You could see it m 
her face and hear it in her 
trembling voice. She was 
touched so deeply when 
she heard the mother sob­
bing softly and she saw 
her face streaming with 
tears as Yael, a sweet 
little angel, was born. 
The effect was more than 
she ever realized it would 
be. 

Mischa, you have ill­

spired us all! Congratu­
lations on bringing your 
couple 7lb 60z of pure 
joy! 

surrogacy@bldgfams.com 
www.bldgfams.com 

http:www.bldgfams.com
mailto:surrogacy@bldgfams.com
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"To Expand or 
Not to Expand? 

That is the 
Question" 

As Building Fami­
lies continues to grow 
from a small, intimate, 
"hands on company", 
can we tolerate the 
growth pains? The de­
bate and search for 
what to do has lasted at 
least a couple of years 
between Ms. Weathers 
and myself We made 
our first step over a year 
ago when we welcomed 
Kim to the staff. Kim's 
professionalism and 
wonderful ability to 
comfort and support the 
surrogate mothers has 
made us realize that 
with the right people, 
we are able to expand 
and still maintain the 
values this program 
was built on. 

After much delibera­
tion, we have decided 
to move forward and 
take on more cases, 
helping couples world­
wide who want their 
own child. We believe 
we have made a worth­
while decision. We 

Dr. '}{ad's :News andYiews 

have agreed that 
growth and maintaining 
the quality of service is 
foremost and will al­
ways be our central fo­
cus. 

Those of you who 
have had an experience 
with Building Families 
understand the abun­
dance of caring, time 
and contact all of us 
provide to our surrogate 
moms and their cou­
ples. This is the core of 
our program. However, 
our surrogate morns 
have also learned to de­
pend on each of us ex­
elusively, which we 
nurtured. One of our 
fears was that this ex­
elusive nurturance by 
each of us would be lost 
if Building Families ex­
panded. We believe we 
have found a way to 
expand without losing 
our quality. 

Carol has chosen 
surrogate moms to 
function as case man­
agers or Surrogate 
Mentors. As the Direc­
tor of Building Fami­
lies, Carol will oversee 
the entire program 
while continuing to 
teach, train and guide 
each new case manager. 
Kim will be taking a 
more administrative 
role including market­
ing of the program 
while still being in­

volved in some case 
management. Finally, 
Dr. Radojevic has 
started a new support 
group in her Carlsbad 
office, while Dr. 
Tucker continues to 
run the support group 
in San Juan Capis­
trano. We are dis­
cussing the addition 
of support group 
meetings for our cou­
ples in the future. As 
you know, we are 
unique in that we 
evaluate our surrogate 
moms and the couples 
to ensure they are 
emotionally prepared 
to enter into a surro­
gacy relationship. 

In summary, I and 
Ms. Weathers would 
like to reassure all of 
you that as we expand, 
we will not compro­
mise our core values 
of quality, caring and 
complete nurturance 
of all of our surrogate 
morns and their cou­
ples. We welcome 
discussions and feed­
back from each and 
every one of you. 
Your comments are 
always important to 
us. 

Enjoy the warmth 
of the summer! 

'Pregnancy 

l1paate 
As you can see oy 

the numoer of6irth sto­

ries in this issue, the 

storli has 6een very 

6usy! :He wiee oe tali­

ino the summer off, Gut 

wiee 6e in fCight soon 

thereafter. :Here are 

our tatest yregnancies: 

Tara Oct. 27 

.Jtnge{ique Vec. 17 

(with twins!) 

Xristina :J'e6. 13 

WXLCO.MX 

.Jt1Jo.Jtnv I I I 

'We weCcome these sur­

rogate moms anawish 

them syeerfy success!!! 

::Meeissa ::Marsi 
::Monica 'Tracy 

JuCwtte 

****************** 
Vesna Radojevic. Ph.D., 
is a clinical psychologist 
who directs the psychol­

ogy component of 
Building Families 

Through Surrogacy 
****************** 

http:WXLCO.MX
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No Time to Spare 

Y ou can just imagine 
how many close calls we have. It is 
even more difficult when the couple 
live in another country, to try and 
coordinate everyone arriving in time. 
Tracy's delivery on November 11 , 
1998 was definitely one for the record 
books. When her labor began, a cou­
ple weeks before the parents were due 
to arrive, it was the middle of the 
night in Europe. They were panicked, 
as they couldn't get an international 
flight until morning! Their flight was 
due in at 4:30pm in San Diego, so 
Kim went to meet them as things 
seemed calm at the hospital . I was on 
my way from Los Angeles to San 
Diego, stuck in traffic. 

Suddenly, I get a page from 
Tracy' s husband, Mark, that Dr. 
Blake has decided a C-Section is nec­

5yecia{Thoughts 

essary and they will begin preparing her for 
surgery soon. As they are wheeling her 
into the operating room, Tracy' s couple 
arrive. They hadn' t slept in over 24 
hours, but you wouldn't know it by their 
excitement. Tracy arranges for Mom to be 
in the operating room with her and Mark 
so she can witness the birth ofher children. 
Dad-to-be, Kim and myself are in an ad­
joined viewing room anxiously awaiting 
the birth. 

We waited a very short time to see 
Xavier and his brother, Guillem, be born. 
These precious boys weighed in at 51b 
Iloz and 41b 50z, respectively. It was 
certain that these new parents were ex­
hausted and we wondered how they man­
aged to function, but I guess as parents we 
just do! I wonder if they have caught up 
on any of that lost sleep .... somehow I 
doubt it!! 

(Continuedfrom page 1) 
~ "Rental Car Races"
(f};;~ come true? Well, I just 

did and it was the most 'Poem written by :Mischa 
overwhelming feeling I 
have ever felt in my life. I 
had to sit down and the I never tfwugnt it woufc[ Jee{ ake tnis 
tears started flowing. I am 

I just never understood" happier than I ever knew 
T'ne way it feu to fio[d" you I could be." What an 

incredible moment, thatT'ne fee ring so amazing[y gooc£. 
may have been missed if 
they weren't all together 

..7tfter fiaving you insid"e me, 	 when Monica's labor be­
gan. Wow!!

..7tnd"feering rike it woufc[never enc£. 


Now seeing your beautifuL face 


I know I'd"diJ it a[[ again. 
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Surrogate :Mom 

Wins 


(joft£ :Meaa{ 


ell, not really, but Carol 
would have won a gold medal if there 
was a pregnancy race that had hurdles 
every 10 feet! On April 1, 1999, Carol 
calls Kim and announces that her water 
broke. After realizing that this was no 
April Fool's joke, Kim whisks Carol off 
to the hospital. I am in Texas, her 
couple are in Europe and we are all 
frantically trying to get to Southern Cali­
fornia. Incredibly, the doctor decides 
that they will stop her labor and see if 
she can hang on to the pregnancy for a 
while longer to give the twins' lungs 
some more time to mature. After 16 
days of hospital confined bed rest, the 
doctor walked in and without 
saying a word handed Carol a note. 
The note read that the babies' lungs 
were mature and she could now deliver. 

So that afternoon, Alvaro and Igna­
cio, were born weighing in at 61b 30z 
and 6lb 150z, respectively. Just outside 
of the delivery room, their big brother 
and their aunt eagerly awaited their ar­
rival. If Carol could have seen her 
couple' s faces when they walked out of 
the Operating Room holding their ba­
bies, she would have realized, at that 
moment, that she did win the Gold 
Medal after all. 

.Jl{most Two 'Decaaes 

:My neart is so fu[[ofrove for you 
 ofInfertiCity Over­


I tnougnt it woufc[ be easier tnan tnis come by Surrogacy 

Your kic fi.s tnat keyt me uy at nignt 


After a whirlwind beginning, Michele couldn't believe the news that I wi£[, no d"oubt, miss. 
she was pregnant for her couple. When I received the positive result, I 
called her and asked what her plans were for the next summer. She 

11i.ere wif[never be gooa-bye replied, "I don't have any big plans." I told her, 'You do now, you're 
having a baby for your couple!" Then we both just started screaming! In my neart you'[[ go on riving 
After nearly 20 years of infertility, on June 24, 1998, her couple became 

Sucn a wond"e'ifu{ [esson I've [earned"from you the proud parents of not one, but two kids. Their daughter, Sushi, 
T'ne amazing gift ofgiving. weighed 61b and their son, Ashi, weighed 51b 120z. Congratulations!! 



5l. Star Is 1Jorn 

\ /. b d
-~-:. C hn s, her hus an 

...., , ,' John and their daugh­
ters Brooke and 

Nicole are a team. Chris' s 
family supported her and par­
ticipated in helping two cou­
ples realize their dream ofpar­
enthood. 

We have a higher instance 
of boy babies in the pro­
gram, but interestingly, Chris 
had girls both times!! One 
day when shopping in a gro­
cery store, a shopper asked 
Chris' s girls if their mommy 
was finally having a baby boy. 
"Oh no!" they exclaimed, "My 
mommy only knows how to 
make girl babies!" Then on 
January 18, 1999, Gabriella 
was born, proving Brooke and 
Nicole right ! But no one 
would have guessed her to be 
as big as she was, 7lb 80z! 

Another interesting thing 
happened to Chris and her 
family when they, Gabriella 
and her parents became inter­
national stars when they were 
featured on Building Families 
Through Surrogacy' s televi­
sion interview with a promi­
nent news program in Spain. 
They were quite the stars!! 

J-{osyitaf'Waiting 
'Room 'Exceeds 

Cayacity 

W hen I arrived to the hospi­
tal, I was amazed by the amount 
of people that had come to 
Sandy' s delivery. It was obvious 
that this baby girl Sandy was car­
rying had a large family eagerly 
awaiting her delivery. I saw 
Grandma, whom I saw regularly 
at Sandy' s OB appointments, and 
I met the aunts, cousins and fam­
ily friends. Sandy looked great as 
she comfortably sat in her bed 
making conversation with all of 
us. 

Since Sandy was so comfort­
able, the extended family felt safe 
to leave so they went out to eat . 
Then almost suddenly everything 
changed. We tried to reach them 

13a6y:Makes 
Caffon :Mom's 

CeffyFione 

A pril 21 , 1999 brought sev­

eral surprises for Deena. After 
an unexpected C-Section deliv­
ery, she was surprised to hear 
that Bennett had made his first 
cellphone call within the first 
half-hour of his life! His mom 
called his grandparents on the 
East Coast and they wanted to 
hear their grandson, so Mom put 
the phone next to him. It was a 
like a script, he cried on cue! 

And, boy, could he cry! 
During the surgery, Deena asked 
me to tell her the moment he was 
born so she could listen for his 
cry and know that he was okay, 
but I didn't have to say a word. 
The moment Bennett was born 
he belted out an incredibly loud 
cry. We were sure everyone in 
that wing of the hospital knew 
he had arrived. 

And, my oh my, was this boy 
big. After the doctors and 
nurses made their weight predic­
tions of about 6 lbs, he made his 
entrance weighing 81b 80z! ! 
Where were you hiding him, 
Deena?? Way to go!!! 

on their cell phone, to 
• no avail. This baby ~ 

was coming and she 
was coming fast . 

Then our wonderful, Dr. Cantu, 
asked Mom if she wanted to help 
deliver her baby. Scrubs were 
ordered for Mom, but Sandy 
couldn't hold on much longer. 
So, the nurse took off her own 
scrubs and gave them to her. 
Then only moments later, Mom 
was holding her baby girl as she 
took her first breath. Incredi­
ble!! Nicolette was born on 
April 3, 1999 and she weighed 
an even 7 pounds. I am very 
interested to know if Nicolette 
will be a shy girl as she seemed 
to wait until only her parents, 
myself and Sandy' s husband, 
Jeff were present before she 
made her entrance. Hmmm?? 

Great Gifts ~ 
Come in ~ 

Smaff Packages 

W ho says great gifts don' t 

come in small packages? I know 
two people who would disagree; 
the proud parents of GiGi Marie 
and Jacob. GiGi Marie was the 
chunkier one at 3lb 150z and 
Jacob, her younger brother (by 
half an hour!), was a little 
smaller at 3lb 60z. 

Here' s their story: Early in 
the morning, Kim and I got a 
page, but we didn't immediately 
recognize the telephone number. 
We first called Mischa as she 
was due to deliver any day, but 
it wasn't her. Puzzled, Kim and 
I knew it couldn't be Juliette as 
her due date was not until 
July . .. ..but it was! You can 
imagine our disbelief when she 
told us her water had broken. 

Incredibly, Juliette and the 
babies waited until the parents 
arrived to the hospital and even 
gave them a few hours of rest 
before they were born early the 
next morning on May 21 , 1999. 
The NICU was so pleased with 
their condition which was clearly 
a reflection of the great care 
Juliette had been giving them. 
At only two weeks old, the twins 
have a frequent flyer card as they 
were flown to a hospital nearer 
to their home. Congratulations!! 

SURROGATE 

SUMMER 


PARTY 


Hey Girlsl 

We' re planning a pool 
party for you and your 

families on July 17. 
Keep an eye out for 

your invitation or call 
us for more infol! 

Check out our website!!! 

www.bldgfams.com 

or 


www.bldgfams.comlspanisb 


(Continuedfrom page 1) 

Carot's Corner 

get fost or even 6e misunder­

stood. J\s Ga6rie{fa's yarents 

de taifed tlieir r oad to a 

tlirougli Surrogacy, we were 

aCcmoved6y tlie imyact Cliris 

and fi.er famify liad on tliis 

couyCe. 'Eacli interview 

6rouglit anotlier dimension of 

understandi:ne untie ftna{Cy 

tlie amazino reafity of wliat 

Surrogacy is a{{ a60ut came 

6urstino tlirougli. 

Tliani you is not sufficient 

enougli to express my grati­

tude to t fiose wlio y articipate 

in tlie interview . you oyene 

your liearts and sliared your 

exyeriences to lie(p y eoyfe you 

d'ufn't even kmrw. .J\ctuaCCy, 

tliis is anotlier fine examyfe 0 

tlie ~ind ofyeoyfe our surro· 

gate moms are. :My warmest 

tlian6 to 'Tara & Jay, JuCiette, 

Cliris, Jolin, N'lCOfe & :Brooke. 

'Dr. 'RadOjevic, Xevin :Malian 

and 'Dr. Garzo and liis staff 

:My li.eartfeCt aypreciation to 

X im for your yarticipation 

and constant suyport of our 

mission liere at :BuiCdino j am­

uteS %roUfJIi Surrogacy. 

I wisli to tliani :Marina 

and Lora. tlie producer a 
fiost of "Vocumentos '111" a 

tlieir cameraman, X r is a 

figli t ing tecli, :BrandOn for 

treat ino everyone witli so 

mucli care andresyect. I w' 

orever 6e gratefuC for tliis 

increawfe exyerience! ...............*..... WJ 

:My lius6and, 

Jolin, andIwou{i;{fi~e 

to tlianli everyone 

for tli.e many expressions of 

symyatliy we received on tlie 

assino of my fatlier-tn-raw. 

Your tliouolits and prayers 

were great{y aypreciated:. 

www.bldgfams.comlspanisb
http:www.bldgfams.com

